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Touch, too, must be educated. The Mon-
tessori method does something towards this in
teaching the recognition of shape, size and
quantity by touch. But the education of
touch will go much further than this, and will
not limit itself to the fingers. The whole
peripheral nerve system presents its claim for
schooling. There is a world of possibility of
aesthetical enjoyment through the feeling-
power of the feet; but this is unrealised in
countries which equate civilisation with the
wearing of stockings (and the generation of
sour odours and dirt), and it is unrealised in
India through exposure producing insensibility.
But taking the hand alone; in the case of
most people its power of perception by touch
is limited to a few crude external qualities
such as hardness and softness, roughness and
smoothness. But there are immense possi-
bilities of extension of the sense of touch in
the discovery of subtle gradations of tegument,
in the detection of obnoxious elements, say, in
the binding of a book that make it unpleasant
to handle, though pleasing to the eye; and
there is a power of a far deeper kind that is
at present the precious possession of a very: